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of all parties. And as for Colonel Wellesley, he never in these matters
interfered with others, but, on the contrary, once kindly assisted me
in a little affair of gallantry I had, but not with a married woman. But
this was in a spirit of gratitude, I having assisted him on a like occasion,1
The Dowlaut Baug at the time of Colonel Wellesley's
return was enlivened by the presence of Mrs. Stevenson, the
pretty young wife of Colonel Stevenson who commanded in
Mysore during the Governor's absence. The breath of
scandal, however, did not blow in her direction, Arthur's
attentions in this quarter being confined to gifts of rose-trees,
cabbage and celery plants, and standing godfather to her son.
Little Salabut Khan, the son of Dhoondiah Waugh, adopted
by Colonel Wellesley, seems also to have been an inmate of
the family circle, and was obviously on the best of terms with
his benefactor. " Salabut Khan makes salam," says the
Colonel in a letter to a friend; " he goes on as usual, but,
poor fellow, he has been very sick." 2
Colonel Wellesley now remained close upon two years in
his little kingdom without any lengthy absences; the spring
of 1802 being marked by his promotion to Major-General.
In 1803 he went on active service again, setting out on March
8th with a contingent from Seringapatam to take part in an ex-
pedition to reinstate the Peshwah of Poonah upon his throne.*
This was the preliminary canter to the war in the Deccan,
which commenced with the deposed Peshwah's appeal to the
British for aid.
Little did Arthur realize as he started put upon that march
that he was entering upon another stage of his life's journey,
that his rendezvous, ostensibly with the Peshwah, was in
reality with the Goddess of Fortune who waited to crown
him at Assye. For his feet were set in the right path this
time; there was no need to turn them back. Opportunity
1 Elers Memoirs, p. 126.       2 Supp, Despatches, Vol. II, p. 421.
*The Peshwah, Bajee Rao, had been deposed by Jeswunt Rao
Holkar, who had beaten the combined forces of Dowlut Rao Sdndiah
and the Peshwah, and had placed Amrut Rao upon the throne of
Poonah.
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